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more than 109 years ago. It follows that of the radioactive
elements then formed only two, thorium and uranium, will
now be found on the earth, for the other radioactive elements
existing to-day are of such short period that they must have
been formed since. Hence we may divide the original elements
very simply and definitely into two groups : (1) All the
inactive elements, whose nuclei are sufficiently simple to be
stable; (2) Thorium and Uranium, whose nuclei are so
complex that they are only partially stable.

Other less stable elements may have been formed then but
there can be no proof of this for they would, in any case, have
disappeared long ago, and it is clear that the other radioactive
elements now found can all be regarded as formed from the
two parent elements in comparatively recent times.

